Downtown St. Louis Community Improvement District Street Tree Management Goals Summary
Based on the 2005 and 2009 Street Tree Inventory

The Downtown St. Louis Community Improvement District (CID) created a full time Landscape Supervisor position in May of 2005.  An ISA Certified Arborist (Municipal Specialist) with a B.S. in Urban Forestry was hired.  This new position became responsible for all downtown landscaping including planters, hanging baskets, and street trees.  A complete CID street tree inventory was conducted in August of 2005 and September of 2009.

A comparison of the two inventories shows us that our goals from the 2005 inventory have been accomplished.  The overall condition of CID street trees has increased from 66% in good or very good condition to 73% in good or very good condition. 
Goals established and met from the 2005 inventory:

1. Increase care and maintenance of newly planted trees.   There is an overall condition rating increase from 55% in good or better condition to 69% for all trees under 4” dbh (diameter at breast height).  

2. Increase care and maintenance of all trees.  There is an overall condition rating increase from 66% in good or very good condition to 73%.
3. Halt planting of the honey locust which is the most abundant tree and also the poorest performing tree.  The honey locust has dropped from 24% of the total population to 12% of the total population.

4. Educate developers of the need for larger tree wells.  Of the new tree wells since 2005, 80% are 4x8 or larger compared to the average of 41%.
5. Increase species diversity.  The 4 predominant species previously composed 77% of the population and now compose 60%.  There is an increase from 12 species to 19 species planted in the CID.
6. Increase tree population.  There are 91 additional tree wells for a total of 1262 tree wells.  A total of 435 trees have been planted since 2005.  
New goals developed based on the 2009 inventory;
Continue the goals set from the 2005 inventory and add the following:

1. Halt the planting of the maple and zelcova which are doing poorly and over planted.
2. Increase the use of the Chinese elm, the hackberry, and the ginkgo (these trees are performing above average).
3. No longer plant new trees that are under 2” dbh (they do poorly even with increased maintenance).
4. Specifically encourage planting strips (large shared tree wells) and the use of the Silva Cell for more root space (the best performing trees are in larger tree wells).
5. Participate in development planning in order to avoid maintenance issues.
Please refer to the comprehensive report for more detailed information.

